
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust (HCLT) conserves most acres ever in single year 

2015 has been a record year for Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust in terms of land protection.  They have 
conserved over 400 acres of valuable land resources, the most ever in a single year and bringing their 
total acres conserved to over 3,000!  HCLT is accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission and 
is the oldest land trust in the state and one of the oldest in the nation.  

In 2015, HCLT accepted one property as a fee simple donation and put three properties into conservation 
easements. A fee simple donation is where a landowner donates their property to a qualified 
organization, like HCLT.  Conservation easements are a powerful tool that landowners can use to donate 
some or all of their development rights ensuring their property is conserved in perpetuity as the 
easement follows the property to future owners.  Conservation easement donors often receive tax 
benefits.  In fact, Congress just passed major conservation legislation that makes permanent a federal tax 
incentive for conservation easement donations.  Land donors were getting 30% of their adjusted gross 
income over six years but now they will get a huge jump to 50% of their AGI over 16 years.  The Land 
Trust hopes this will encourage more people to conserve their land in the coming years. 

The following is a summary of the four new properties HCLT conserved in 2015: 

Brushy Face Preserve: This land donation will add 63 acres of land to an existing 11 acre property already owned by 
HCLT. It protects an old growth hemlock forest and a significant portion of the headwaters of Clear Creek, which is 
an NC designated Trout Stream and a major tributary to the Chattooga River. On this site are some living hemlocks 
that HCLT will be working hard to keep alive so it can act as a source population for recolonization in the area. It is 
also home to some rare animals, including a rare crayfish and stream salamander. HCLT has also reserved the right 
to put in a public trail system. Lastly, it helps protect greenspace along one of the entry portals into Highlands. 

Eden: A conservation easement that protects almost 30 acres of intact forestland in Jackson County, an important 
benefit for wildlife and plant species.  A total of 21 species or community types that are listed on the NC Natural 
Heritage Elements of Occurrence are within two miles of the site.  Eden conserves approximately 1,700 feet of 
streams that provide clean water and are home to aquatic organisms and eventually flow into the Tuckaseegee 
River and Glenville Lake. 

Old Rocky Mountain: A conservation easement that protects over 117 acres within the viewshed of the town of 
Franklin, NC. It adds to a large section of protected lands within the central Cowee Mountains, including other 
easements protected by HCLT and other regional land trusts. It protects streams, including the headwaters to Little 
Salt Rock Branch, boulder-field forest, and a number of rock outcrop communities. Besides being highly visible from 
Franklin, this project also protects the viewshed of the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Great Smoky Mountains and 
numerous observation towers such those on Albert Mountain and Wayah Bald along the Appalachian Trail.  
 
Cullowhee Bluffs: One of our largest conservation easements to date, this project protects approximately 215 acres 
along the slopes above Wayehutta Creek near Cullowhee, where it protects many small streams and seeps as well 
are many state watch list plant species. It is highly visible from many areas, including the Blue Ridge Parkway and the 
Great Smoky Mountains.  

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust has what it takes to protect these and more of our last great places and 
they need your help.   Once a property is conserved with the Land Trust, they are then responsible for 
stewarding the property in perpetuity.  Contributions to HCLT help them to care for the properties they 
already conserved and to protect even more of our valuable land resources.  To learn more and donate 
online visit www.hicashlt.org or mail your contribution to HCLT, PO Box 1703, Highlands, NC 28741.   

http://www.hicashlt.org/

