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A trek to a hidden treasure

The Henry M. Wright
Expedition

By Gary Wein

n March 12, six intrepid ex-
plorers, lead by Jim White-
hurst, explored the boundar-

ies of the Henry M. Wright Tract. This
22-acre site is one of four remnants of
what’s left of the primeval forest that
once covered thousands of acres from
Highlands to Whiteside Cove up until
the 1940s. The remainder of this forest
was cut in the late 1950s. This tract
was preserved by Henry M. Wright
who in his generosity gave it to the
Nature Conservancy in 1967. In 1988
they gave it to the Land Trust for our
care and stewardship.

Jim Whitehurst played a large
role in that decision to allow our Land

Trust to take care of this site. He was
the volunteer custodian for the Nature
Conservancy. Jim recently offered to
lead a field trip to the site and in-
troduce it to a couple of new board
members and myself.

The day began with Jim briefing
us on the hazards that might be en-
countered in the forest including steep
slopes, bears, dog hobble, rhododen-
dron thickets and a sense of awe. We
didn’t see any bears, we did trip over
a lot of dog hobble, and all of us were
awestruck by the beauty of this site.

This incredible forest is one of

Expedition continued on page 4

The intrepid explorers of the Henry Wright Tract at the end of the day. From left to right:
Julie Schott, Jim Whitehurst, Marcia Moore, James Tate, and Anya Hinkle, Highlands

Biological Station Associate Director.
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Learning from
the Past—
Planning for the
Future

oped a strategic plan that would carry the organi-

zation through 2006, with the help of Chuck Roe,
Southeast Director of the Land Trust Alliance. In an
all-day seminar the board of directors worked to dis-
sect our by-laws bringing the Land Trust into compli-
ance with the national oversight organization, the
Land Trust Alliance.

Having been asked by community leaders in the
Cashiers area, a decision to extend the boundaries of
the Land Trust into Jackson County was made and
the name changed to the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust. The board of directors increased to a total of
22 members, which would allow representation to
equalize between the two communities.

Committees were formed to meet the needs
of the growing organization’s mission of preserv-
ing green space for the benefit of the public. Those
committees were responsible for the goals of Con-

l n March, 2003, the Highlands Land Trust devel-

servation and Land Protection; Stewardship; Public
Education and Outreach; Membership /Fundraising;
Finance; and Administration.

It is now time to evaluate the 2003-2006 Stra-
tegic Plan and develop another strategic plan that
will carry H-CLT through 2010. On March 24, 2007,
Chuck Roe again facilitated a retreat to help the
board of directors and executive director write goals
for the next three years. Those goals will be shared
with H-CLT supporters via the next edition of the
newsletter, “The Outlook.”

The Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust is the oldest
land trust in North Carolina and one of the oldest in
the United States. Drawing upon history and learn-
ing from examples set by strong leadership in earlier
times, your land trust learns from the past to prepare
for the future in its mission to preserve the natural and
cultural heritage for our children and grandchildren.

I once read, “We did not inherit land from our
parents; it is on loan to us by our children and grand-
children.” Keep in mind that the future is sometimes
more important than the past, but we can learn from
our past mistakes and achievements. Learning from
the 2003-2006 Strategic Plan will help us develop an
even better plan for the next five years.

Thank you for your support!

Mercedes Heller
President, H-CLT

Help Save Our Natural Heritage

Please accept my donation of $

and put it to work.

I'm not a member of the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, but I want to do my part.
Please sign me up at the following level (circle one):

$35+ Individual $100+ Friend

$500+ Patron

$5000+ Satulah Steward

$50+ Family $250+ Conservator  $1000+ Kelsey Benefactor Other
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone E-mail
(memberships are renewed annually in May)
Make checks payable to: Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
P.O. Box 1703, Highlands, North Carolina 28741
OR charge your donationto  |_] Visa __] Master Card ] American Express

Name on Card

Signature

Card Number

Expiration Date

V Code

Donations to the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 tax-exempt public charity.
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A review from Executive Director Gary Wein

A snapshot of the H-CLT year

elieve it or not, it's been less than ten months

since Mike Cavender went off to sail the Pamlico

River and I came on board. For me it has been a
really exciting time as I began to get a handle on how a land
trust is supposed to operate. There is a lot to running a land
trust and while I have learned a lot so far, I still have a lot
to learn. However, I'm beginning to be able to ask the right
kinds of questions. I'm sure I have made a few mistakes, but
I'll not tell you about those. I'll just tell you about the things
we did right.

Last year we preserved six properties—three conser-
vation easements and three donated prop-
erties—that will protect more than 80 acres
in the Highlands-Cashiers area. Three piec-
es of property were donated to the Land
Trust this fall: a ten-acre tract at Rhodes
Big View; a 6.5-acre tract on Bald Rock
Mountain at the Divide; and a 2-acre tract
on Hardscrabble Road. Three conservation
easements were granted at the end of 2006:
Laurel Knob (32.5 acres); The Hedges on

If we are successful in
acquiring Delany Bog
we will preserve 38 acres
that contain a moun-
tain bog, a population
of Fraser’s loosestrife
(state endangered), 1200

Mercedes Heller and Richard Melvin for always being there
with sage advice and encouragement.

In addition to the properties we conserved this past
year we have been pursuing the acquisition of Delany Bog.
On February 26, 2006, we signed an option that should lead
to the transfer of this property to the state of North Carolina.
This has been a much more active approach to land acquisi-
tion than the other six projects last year. If we are success-
ful we will preserve 38 acres that contain a mountain bog,
a population of Fraser’s loosestrife (state endangered), 1200
feet along the East Fork of the Chattooga River, and rem-
nants of an old growth forest.

In August, President Bush signed
the new Pension Bill, which changed the
personal income tax deduction rate for a
conservation easement from 30% to 50%,
and the years over which you can carry the
deduction from six to sixteen. This change
is currently only in effect for 2006 and
2007. We are also seeing a lot of interest in

landowners reducing their property taxes

Satulah Mountain (6 acres); and Lonesome f eet ﬂlong the East Fork through conservation easements as Macon
Valley (26 acres). of the Chattooga River,  County reassesses property values. As of

The biggest change in the office is that  gnd remnants Of an old  the end of February we have already had
we have gone from a staff of one part-time growth fOT’ES t. 14 contacts. It promises to be a very busy

person to two full-time staff members. I

came on as the new full-time executive di-

rector in May, 2006, and in February we added our second
full-time staff member, Julie Schott, as our new development
coordinator. Julie hails from Franklin, and got a degree in In-
ternational Business from Western Carolina University. We
managed to steal her from Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School.
She’s already rearranged the office and painted the walls.
Be sure to stop by and see the changes in the office next time
you are in town.

Not only did the Land Trust have to tolerate a rookie
executive director, it elected an entire new executive board.
Fortunately, they were much more experienced than the
executive director. Working with a board of directors is a
brand new experience for me, and has been a challenge at
times. What an awesome group of dedicated folks! They've
been tolerant of my silly questions and made sure I follow
up on the good ideas, not the bad ones. Two folks have re-

ally stood out for me. I want to give a special thank you to

year.

As a professional ecologist with an
academic background, I have seen and helped organize a
number of lecture series. The Zahner lecture series is a class
act and is a true gem of the Land Trust Education Program.
We had 12 great lectures in 2006, and had record attendance
that exceeded 2005 by 30%. We also held two lectures in Ca-
shiers that were well attended. These were so successful we
decided to partner with the Village Green and start a new
lecture series called The Village Nature Series. We will host
five speakers on the last Wednesday of the month from May
through September. Look for more details in the next news-
letter.

As part of the process to comply with the Land Trust
Alliance standards, we developed a three-year Strategic
Plan. It ended in 2006. The board of directors met this March
to begin the development of a new three-year Strategic Plan
with the help of Chuck Roe. It’s a lot of work, but a critical

element to a successful program in land conservation.
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Meet our new
Development Coordinator

I would feel more optimistic about a bright future
for man if he spent less time proving that he can
outwit Nature and more time tasting her sweet-
ness and respecting her seniority.

Elwyn Brooks White, Essays of E. B. White, 1977

believe that knowing what a person stands for,

knowing what matters to them most, gives true

insight into who they really are. These borrowed
words from E. B. White could easily be interpreted
as my personal credo, giving perhaps the most
simple and clearest insight into who I am. It is with
immense enthusiasm that I welcome the opportunity
to serve as the new development coordinator for the
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.

I come to the Land Trust with a wide spectrum
of experience which I believe will be helpful in my
new position, as I will have the opportunity to wear
many hats. During my four years as Inn manager
at the Old Edwards Inn, I had countless opportuni-
ties to see Highlands through the eyes of natives,
transplants and tourists; these perspectives have,
no doubt, given me a unique understanding of this
great community. After leaving the Inn, I completed
a dual degree: a B.S. in International Business from
Western Carolina University and a Bachelor of Eco-
nomics in International Business and Management
Studies from the Hogeschool Brabant in the Nether-
lands. Since my return to the U.S., I have worked as
restaurant manager at Highlands Country Club and
most recently as part of the advancement team at
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School. My volunteer work

includes: marketing and promotion assistant for the
fair trade organization, Ten Thousand Villages; re-
forestation worker for a U.S.E.S.-funded reforestation
project; and hurricane clean-up with the Mississippi
Presbytery in Gulfport, Mississippi.

Although I have had the opportunity to live
literally from coast to coast, I chose Macon County
as my home over 12 years ago, and have developed
a love for and connection with Highlands. Itis a
place that has become very close to my heart. Like
many of you, I have seen changes here over the past
several years. I recognize that not all change is good,
but some is indeed quite positive. My goal is to work
with the Land Trust to help preserve the very ele-
ments that brought most of us here in the first place.

Promoting our mission means preserving the
outdoor playground I enjoy so much. Aside from
hiking and camping, I take every opportunity to ful-
fill my love of exploration through travel—near and
far. I also enjoy expressing my artistic side through
various forms of “creative recycling.”

When you find yourself in the area, please stop
by the office. I welcome any insight or suggestions
for the possible growth of the Land Trust and its
mission.

Julie Schott

Expedition continued from page 1

the best examples

in western North
Carolina of the
Canada Hemlock
Forest. Some of the
trees have been dated
at over 450 years old.
One of these trees,
the Cheoah Hemlock,
is the second largest
measured hemlock

Three CEP students surround
the Cheoah He'mlock in the in the world at 62.5
Henry M. Wright Tract. inches in diameter.
It was number one until just a few weeks ago when
Leviathan in the Smoky Mountains was determined
to be just 19 cubic feet larger.

The Henry M. Wright Tract has been the subject
of several scientific studies and publications. Most
recently the large trees were the focus of the 2006
Carolina Environmental Program (CEP) students.
They set up long term monitoring plots that can be
used to determine the impact of the hemlock woolly
adelgid on the forest.

In addition to the wonderful Canada hemlocks
there are Carolina hemlocks and even a couple of
rare mosses.

Many of you may already know the location of
the HMW tract, but I won’t tell the rest of you where
it is. The site is sensitive to human trampling, and
we want to take good care of it. But maybe we can
convince Jim to take another group to visit this site
next year for a dose of awe.
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Members and Donors for 2006

lief in our mission. We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the various lists. If your name

The following people are the backbone of our financial support, and we are deeply grateful for their be-

was omitted, please let us know so we can give you recognition in our next newsletter.

Partners H-CLT, 2006

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Addicks

Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Alexius

Mr. Dan Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Bond Almand, Jr.

Arts Alliance of Highlands

Ms. Ann M. Austin

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Austin

Mrs. Marie J. Avant

Mrs. Maxine E. Balli

Mr. and Mrs. lke T. Barber

Mr. Mitchell Barnes and Mr. Craig
Weaver

Mr. Thomas Bates

Col. William D. Bathurst

Mr. and Mrs. Percy M. Beard, Jr.

Bell Family Foundation

Mrs. Mary Y. Berry

Mr. and Mrs. Julian S. Betts, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Boger

Mr. W. Moses Bond

Mrs. Patricia T. Boyd

Mrs. Margaret R. Brannen

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Breaux

Mr. Eugene F. Brigham

The Britton Foundation

Ms. Frances B. Bunzl

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burke

Mr. and Mrs. Miles H. Caire

Mr. John D. Carswell

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Carver

Ms. Helen Pool Chalstrom

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Chanda

Dr. and Mrs. Craig Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Clark

Dr. and Mrs. William L. Clark, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott D. Clarke, Ill

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Clary

Ms. Margina D. Cogswell

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil D. Conlee

The Conservation Fund

Mrs. Margaret M. Copple

Mr. and Mrs. James O. Cotton

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cranston

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Crawford, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William M.Crosby

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Crowe

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cummings

Mr. Charlton L. Davis

Mr. Joseph E. Davis, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Paul M. Davis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Day

Mrs. Susie B. Day

Mrs. Robert H. Demere

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph W. deVille

Mr. J. Donald Dial

Mr. and Mrs. Larry H. Dimmitt, Jr.

Mrs. Ermee I. Dixon

Mrs. Anne M. Dlugos

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis C. Doggett

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Doubleday

Mr. Edwin L. Douglass, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dowden

Mr. and Mrs. Raynor L. Duncombe

Mr. and Mrs. James Dunn

Ms. Jeri Durrett

Mrs. Ruth Eckerd

Mr. and Mrs. Wiley Ellis

Ms. Sarah W. Fenton

Ms. Joanne L. Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Flynn

Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Fox, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Julian K. Franklin

Ms. Virginia French

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Friedlander

Ms. Kathleen Friedrichs

Mr. William A. Galbraith, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Gatins

Mr. William E. Getzen

Dr. and Mrs. Travis B. Goodloe

Ms. Sue Gorski

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Gregory, Jr.

Mr. Robert J. Griffin, Jr.

Mr. Kim Gruelle

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Grumbles

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. Hall

Mrs. Rachel A. Hamilton

Mr. Corbet Hankey

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hartrampf

Ms. Karen Hawk

Dr. and Mrs. David B. Heller

Mr. C. Max Henderson

Mrs. Nathan V. Hendricks, Il

Dr. and Mrs. James O. Herbert

The Highlands Hiker

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Hodgson

Mr. Ronald P. Hogan

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Hollis

Mr. Arthur Howell

Dr. and Mrs. W. Slocum Howland, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Hoyt, Jr.

Mr. Frank M. Hubbard

Mr. Phillip Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Brock B. Hutchins

Mrs. Martha Ingram

Mr. Edward H. Inman

Mr. William S. Jacobs and Ms. Susan
P. Posey

Mr. and Mrs. George Janvier, Il

Mr. and Mrs. Noah H. Jenerette, Jr.

Mrs. Bonita H. Jones

Mr. Edward M. Jones

Ms. Mary C. Joslin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Juengling

Ms. Katherine Kaiser

Mrs. Gay M. Kattel

Ms. Shirley Kelley

Mr. Alfred D. Kennedy and Dr. William
R. Kenny

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Kight

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Killebrew

Mr. and Mrs. Caroll W. Laird

Mr. Roy H. Lambert

Mr. and Mrs. William F. LaMee

Mr. James H. Landon

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Landwehr

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Langone

Dr. Robert F. Lanzillotti

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Lathan

Ms. Molly Leonard

Dr. Bancroft Lesesne and Mr.
Randolph Henning

Mr. Harris Lewis

Ms. Carole S. Light, Ph.D.

Ms. Doris M. Long

Mrs. Lydia S. Macauley

Mr. Gordon C. Maier

Mrs. Jo Ann Main

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Maloney

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Maner, Il

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Mann

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Manor

Mr. and Mrs. Seth Marshall

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Martin

Ms. Margaret S. Martin

Mr. William O. Martin, Il

Mr. and Mrs. Knox Massey, Jr.

Mr. and Ms. Kent E. Mast

Mr. and Mrs. George Mayer

Ms. Katherine B. McClure

Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. McCormick

Ms. Ruth McDivitt

Mr. Richard B. McGowin

Mr. William McKee

Mr. and Mrs. John D. McKey, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. McMillan, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard McRae

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Mergler

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Mershon

Dr. Lee W. Milford, Jr.

Mr. James S. Montieth

Mr. Richard D. Moore and Ms. Jessica
B. Spivey

Ms. Rosalie S. Morris

Mr. and Mrs. Dan F. Morse

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Muller

Ms. Jane G. Nardy

Mr. Ross Neagley

Mrs. Sarah Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Newman

Mrs. Frances S. Oakley

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Osteen

Judge and Mrs. Carlisle Overstreet

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Patrick

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene L. Pearce, llI
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Ms. Charlotte Pippin

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Poole

Dr. and Mrs. A. Bert Pruitt

Mr. and Mrs. Hillrie Quin

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Redd, Jr.

Mr. Robert D. Reily

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Riddle

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Riebel

Mr. Buist Rivers

Ms. Holly M. Roberts

Mr. Paul W. Sanger

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. Sargent
Mrs. Etheldra S. Scoggin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Shirk
Mr. James H. Small

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Soderstrom
Ms. Anne-Marie Sparrow

Dr. and Mrs. William C. Stiefel, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald S. Summers
Drs. Howard and Tetsuko Suzuki
Dr. and Mrs. Everett J. Tarbox, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Teicher

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tietze

Mrs. Mildred M. Toussaint
Frances Trees Estate

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tucker

Ms. Ann N. Upton

Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Vaughn
Mrs. Sylvia Wade

Dr. Mollie Wallick

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Warren
Mrs. Polly T. Wax

Mrs. Charles B. Webb, Jr.

Dr. Gary Wein and Dr. Beverly Collins
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Westbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Winfred H. Westbrook
Mr. Robin Wheaton

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Whitehurst
Mr. and Mrs. David Wilkes

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. C. Benton Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Fred F. Williams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wingfield
Mrs. Lynne M. Winship

Mr. Fremont P. Wirth

Mrs. Peggy P. Woodruff

Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward Woods
Ms. Mary Lou Worley

Ms. Judy O. Zaban

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Zahner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zahner

Pine Street Park
Donors, 2006

Businesses

Arts Alliance of Highlands

Community Foundation of Western
North Carolina

Highlands Falls Country Club
Community Association

Highlands Rotary Club — Mountaintop

Macon County

Mountain Garden Club

Mountain Findings

Rotary Club of Highlands

The Sancken Foundation

Town of Highlands

Wild Azalea Garden Club of Highlands
Wild Thyme Gourmet of Highlands

Individuals

Mr. John W. Akridge, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Austin

Ms. Bryan L. Baldwin

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bankston

Mr. and Mrs. Griffin B. Bell, Jr.

Mr. William B. Bennett

Mr. David A. Berry and Mrs. Carrie S.
Duncan-Berry

Mrs. Mary Y. Berry

Mrs. Patricia T. Boyd

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brinson

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Bryant

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burke

Mr. W H. Cabaniss

Ms. Leila S. Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Clark

Mr. Sanford A. Cohn

Ms. Anna F. Comer

Ms. Beverly K. Cone

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Conery

Mrs. Janet C. Connell

Mrs. Margaret M. Copple

Ms. Pauline D. Curry

Ms. Barbara B. Cusachs

Ms. Polly G. Dean

Mr. Bill Devries

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis DeWolf

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Doubleday

Dr. Jack R. Eades

Mr. and Mrs. L T. Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Fisher

Ms. Joanne L. Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Freeman, Jr.

Mr. and H. L. Fuller

Mr. William A. Galbraith, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Gary

Mr. and Mrs. John Gaston, Il

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Gaston

Dr. and Mrs. Travis B. Goodloe

Mr. Denver F. Gray

Mrs. Mary P. Greig

Mr. Charles K. Hammaock, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Harrison

Ms. Henley Haslam

Mr. Bobby Haynes

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hays

Ms. Mary F. Heffington

Dr. and Mrs. David B. Heller

Mr. and Mrs. W. Joe Hilton

Ms. Lee M. Hodges

Ms. Ellie D. Hogan

Dr. and Mrs. W. Slocum Howland, Jr.

Mr. Edward M. Jones

Ms. Virginia H. Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. Larry P. Klamon

Ms. Harriet N. Laurence

Ms. Lequita J. Legette

Mr. A. Alan Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Lucas
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Lund

Mrs. Lydia S. Macauley

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Mann

Mr. and Mrs. Knox Massey, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Louise M. McLaurin
Ms. Martha McMillian

Mr. and Mrs. Ray McPhail

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley P. Meyerson
Ms. Moyna Monroe

Mr. James W. Mullen

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Neal

Mrs. Frances S. Oakley

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene G. Partain
Ms. Melinda |. Paterson

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Poole

Mr. and Mrs. Hillrie Quin

Mr. Dan Rex and Mr. John Hargreaves
Ms. Betty J. Ross

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Ross

Ms. Joanne Scott

Ms. Jean L. Shields

Ms. Ginger B. Slaughter

Mr. and Mrs. Wiley Sloan

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Soderstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Stibbs

Dr. and Mrs. William C. Stiefel, Jr.
Ms. Cynthia Strain

Mr. and Mrs. George (Anne) Thomas
Ms. Meredith Watson

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Whitehead

Ms. Katherine W. Willoughby

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wingfield
Ms. Joni Winston

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Wolff

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Wright
Earle Young Family Foundation
Mrs. Janet Young

Mr. King Young

Land Conservation
Fund Donors, 2006

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burke

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. German

Dr. Robert E. Wyatt and Dr. Ann
Stoneburner

Mrs. Lynne M. Winship

Special Year-End
Donors, 2006

Mr. T. Adamson and Ms. Edith Holiday
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Alley

Mr. and Mrs. Dean C. Arvidson
Dr. and Mrs. James Askew

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brinson

Mr. Robert F. Bryan, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Bidd E. Burton
Mr. and Mrs. Clisby Clarke

Mr. and Mrs. Scott D. Clarke, llI
Mr. and Mrs. John Cleaveland
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Coker
Ms. Beverly K. Cone



Mr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Coon

Mr. and Mrs. J. Fenimore Cooper, Jr.

Mr. and Ms. Craig Cranston

Ms. Pauline D. Curry

Ms. Polly G. Dean

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Dicks

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dowden

Mr. Dan Duckham

Mr. J. William Edwards

Mrs. Mozelle D. Edwards

Equinox Environmental Consultation
& Design

Mrs. Mary P. Greig

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Hall, IlI

Mr. Charles K. Hammock, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Harris

Dr. and Mrs. David B. Heller

Mr. C. Max Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton O. Holdbrooks

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Howe

Mr. Arthur Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Brock B. Hutchins

Ms. Ann M. Ingram

Mr. Edward H. Inman

Col. and Mrs. Curtis A. James

Ms. Mary C. Joslin

Mr. and Mrs. Larry P. Klamon

Mr. John Koenig

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Landwehr

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Langley

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Langone

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Leabo, Sr.

Ms. Jane Lebus

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Long

Mrs. Lydia S. Macauley

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Manor

Ms. Carolyn McCall

Mr. Richard Melvin

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Mershon

Ms. Judith O. Panders

Ms. Charlotte Pippin

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Poole

Mr. and Mrs. H. English Robinson, Jr.

Mrs. George F. Schoonover

Mr. James H. Small

Ms. Peggy H. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Soderstrom

Ms. Molly Steed

Dr. and Mrs. Roland S. Summers

Dr. and Mrs. David R. Thomas, Il

Mr. Wilson C. Wearn

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Weaver

Mr. and Mrs. Fred F. Williams, Jr.

Mrs. Betty Wong

Ms. Mary Lou Worley

Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Wotton

Mr. Dean F. Zuch and Ms. Virginia
Talbot

Zahner Lecture Series
Donors, 2006

Mr. and Mrs. Ray McPhail
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Highlands Greenway
2006 Annual Report

uring 2005 The Highlands Greenway Committee was
formed. We are a volunteer committee consisting of vari-
ous organizations interested in the greenway:

Chair, Hillrie Quin

Audubon Society, Dr. Doug Landwehr
Churches, Rev. Brian Sullivan

Garden Clubs, Mercedes Heller

Highlands Biological Station, Patrick Brannon
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Dr. Gary Wein
Highlands Historical Society, Dr. Ran Shaffner
Planning Board, Clem Patton

Recreational users, Dale Stika

Town of Highlands, Selwyn Chalker

We applied for and received a grant from the National Park
Service’s Rivers & Trails Conservation Assistance Program. This
grant provided the expertise of two Park Service planners during
2006. We also received a small grant from Kodak, administered by
The Conservation Fund.

After many scouting trips and meetings, we developed a com-
prehensive conceptual map of potential greenway and bikeway
locations in Highlands and the surrounding Extra Territorial Juris-
diction. We also developed a Strategic Plan which we presented to
the town board in August. We asked for three things: approval of
the strategic plan and the conceptual map, assistance of the plan-
ning board on ordinance changes needed to implement the green-
way, and future discussion with the town regarding funding.

We have since met with the planning board and started the
complex process of determining what ordinances will require
changes. We have asked the town board to include $300,000 in
the next budget for the greenway. Assuming we get the required
ordinance changes and the initial budget from the town, we will
hold public meetings in the spring and summer of 2007, work on
the detailed planning and additional funding needed for our first
section of the greenway, and prepare for the construction of our
first section in 2008.

This is a long-term project, well supported by the community
and the town government. Its realization will make a significant
difference in our community by providing safe walkways to work,
school and shopping, reducing the need for automobiles and park-
ing. It will also provide an opportunity for a greater appreciation
of our natural and historical heritage, leading to its preservation.

Hillrie Quin
Vice President, H-CLT
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Conservation Initiative
Underway with New Hire

sheville resident Phyllis Stiles began work Janu-
Aary 2007 as the new Blue Ridge Forever campaign

director, charged with major gift fundraising for
the thirteen western North Carolina land conservation
organizations—including the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust—devoted to protecting land and water resources in
the Southern Blue Ridge Mountains. The five-year goal of
the campaign is to protect 50,000 acres by 2010.

“Phyllis has an immense passion for conservation and
a contagious energy to do good work,” said Megan Riley,
BRF partnership coordinator. “She will lead the partners of
Blue Ridge Forever to tap new funding sources to protect
the Southern Blue Ridge in this critical decade of land con-
servation.”

Phyllis came to the Partnership from Mars Hill Col-
lege in North Carolina, where she was the director of
corporate and foundation relations, and has more than 15
years experience in fundraising. Her previous positions
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Visit our new web site at www.hicashit.org

included directing Leadership Haywood and Leadership
Asheville and working from Western Carolina University
to direct a natural resource management project in West
Africa.

“Our Blue Ridge Mountains have been a refuge for
millions of lowland visitors like me for generations—a
place to feel at home and be restored,” Phyllis said. “This
region is counting on those of us who live and visit here
today to preserve its exceptional landscapes. I am honored
to be a part of the Blue Ridge Forever team.” Phyllis enjoys
hiking and “shrooming” and learning to play the upright
bass.

Blue Ridge Forever

blueridgeforever.org



