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HCLT Annual Report

The Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust has now been around 
in one form or another since 
1883, but throughout those 

years our mission has always been “To 
protect valuable land resources for all 
generations.” 

To date, the Land Trust has con-
served 57 places in Macon and Jack-
son Counties, over 1600 acres. These 
places have been conserved through 
conservation easements, land pur-
chase, and donations.

During 2008 the Land Trust part-
nered with land owners to place con-
servation easements on five properties:

• The Mountain Preserve perma-
nently protected 82 acres on the 
top and slopes of Little Scaly 
Mountain including a 400-year-
old dwarf white oak forest. Tim 
Campbell and Jeff Murphy of 
Sylva, along with Tom Warth, 
made that happen.

• Greg and Amanda Gregory 
doubled the size of an ease-
ment established in 2004 to 55 
acres. This easement is along 
Buck Creek Road and borders 

HCLT Conserves over 300 Acres in 2008!
on Carpe Diem Farms and the 
Nantahala Nation Forest.

• Bob Bryan placed his 52-acre 
Sapphire Sanctuary near Bald 
Rock in Jackson County into 
an easement that will protect a 
wonderful valley from develop-
ment.

• With a Clean Water Manage-
ment Trust Fund mini-grant, the 
owners of Double Top Mountain 
placed an easement on 62 acres 
that will protect the upper part 
of the Luker Branch watershed 
from development forever.

• Bob and Sarah Fenton put an 
easement on their three-acre 
parcel, called Inage, located on 
Hickory Hill Road. This beauti-
ful tract protects a small stream 
that contributes to the drinking 
water supply for the Town of 
Highlands.

We also accepted three land dona-
tions. A group headed by Griffin Bell 
and John McKey donated eleven acres 
of forest that will provide a permanent 
green space along Highway 28 near 

Annual Report continued on page 3

Jackson County as seen from the top of Black Rock Mountain.







By Mercedes Heller
President, HCLT

Board of Directors

Mercedes S. Heller, President

John Warren, Vice President

Jeff Zahner, Secretary

Joseph E. “Pat” Patrick, Jr., Treasurer

Ann Austin

Thomas Bates

Page Bernstein

James Costa, Ph.D.

Linda Wright David

J. Wiley Ellis, Jr.

Lila S. Howland

Douglas M. Landwehr, MD, Ph.D.

Alan Marsh

Marcia M. McCarley

Howard McMillan, Jr.

Richard Melvin

Hillrie Quin

Hugh A. A. Sargent

William Stiefel, DDS

James Tate

Joseph A. Westbrook, Ph.D.

David Wilkes

Directors Emeritus

Michael Cavender

Craig Cranston

Kevin FitzPatrick

Charlie W. McDowell

Woodrow Wilson

Staff

Gary Wein, Ph.D., Executive Director

Julie Schott, Director of Development

HCLT Most Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust partners know that 2009 is 
the 100th anniversary of the con-
servation of land in our area. As 

you recall, Satulah Mountain was bought in 1909 by a group called the 
Highlands Improvement Society. Led by President Marguerite Ravenel, 
$500 was raised from citizens of Highlands to purchase the summit of 
Satulah Mountain overlooking the town.

In 2008, a group of dedicated HCLT conservationists formed the 
Century Circle to commemorate that upcoming anniversary. The name 
of this special group of conservationists is not coincidental. Circles can 
expand to become larger circles with more conservationists joining ev-
eryday. It is not too late for others to join that Circle.

Several noteworthy quotes reflect the reasons for the term Circle as 
this partnership was being formed. Albert Schweitzer said: “Until he ex-
tends his circle of compassion to include all living things, man will not himself 
find peace.”

A wise, observant Native American warrior and orator, Crowfoot, 
understood the significance of circles:

You have noticed that everything an Indian does is in a circle and that
is because the Power of the World always works in circles,
and everything tries to be round.
The Sky is round, and I have heard that the earth is round like a ball,
and so are all the stars. The wind, in its greatest power, whirls.  
Birds make their nests in circles, for theirs is the same religion as ours.  
Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing,
and always come back again to where they were. 
The life of a man is a circle from childhood to childhood,
and so it is in everything where power moves.

And, so it is that we find ourselves entering a second century of land 
protection with renewed dedication following in the footsteps of those 
who preserved the summit of Satulah Mountain. In 2008 your land trust 
protected more than 300 acres of land with eight projects. An especially 
noteworthy project was the protection of yet another mountaintop, 
Little Scaly Mountain, through a conservation easement of The Moun-
tain Retreat.

We have already begun to work on another 13 land protection proj-
ects that we hope will be completed in 2009.

Your partnership is very much appreciated at all levels of support, 
but if you would like to move up to the Century Circle conservation 
level, please call Julie Schott, Director of Development for HCLT, at 
526-1111 or email julie.hitrust@earthlink.net for details. Our website is 
hicashlt.org. And, we hope you will join us in our many 100th anniver-
sary events scheduled throughout the year. The schedule of events is 
listed elsewhere in this newsletter.

It’s Not too Late to Join the 
Century Circle
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Brushy Face. Wycliffe and Marie Haynes donated the 
eight-acre Eskrigge Creekside tract that includes a 
portion of  Clear Creek. R.B. Haynes donated a stellar 
piece of property just below World’s End called the 
Eskrigge Beautiful View. Both of these properties are 
contiguous with HCLT’s existing holdings on Satulah 
Mountain.

The Land Trust also turned over Cedar Cliffs, a 
74-acre property purchase through the Natural Heri-
tage Trust Fund last year, to the NC State Property 
office and the Department of Agriculture for their 
stewardship and protection. Acquisition of this site 
will protect six endangered or sensitive plant species.

Please thank and congratulate these folks if you 
should see them for their contributions that help to 
protect the “Places we all Love.” 

On Monday afternoon, 
February 16, 2009, a for-
est fire broke out along 
Highway 28 south of 
Highlands on the lower 
slopes of Satulah Moun-
tain. The fire burned 
through Tuesday eve-
ning and was finally put 
out by rains on Wednes-
day morning. The cause 
of the fire is under 
investigation by the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

The Highlands Fire 
Department, Cashiers 
Fire Department, the North Carolina Forest Service, 
and the U.S. Forest Service all participated in the ef-
forts to put out a fire in a very difficult location. Some 
50 fire fighters, two helicopters and a spotter aircraft 
were used to fight this fire. It burned approximately 35 
acres of Satulah Mountain. About 20 of those acres are 
located in the HCLT Satulah preserve; the remaining 
acreage is part of the Nantahala National Forest.

“We haven’t fully assessed how much damage 
was caused by the fire, but it seems the ridge south of 
Mushroom Rock was the most impacted,” noted Gary 
Wein, HCLT Executive Director. 

That part of the mountain has seen other fires, as 
evidenced by the presence of dead pines killed by 
previous fires. The plant community that occupies 
the ridge that burned is a heath bald, dominated by 
rhododendron, mountain laurel, blueberry, buckberry, 
scattered table mountain and pitch pine, and red oaks. 
This plant community exists because of thin acidic 
soils and low soil moisture, and is often maintained by 
past disturbance from fires and landslides. 

Perhaps the acreage most impacted by the recent 
fire was the oak forest on the lower slopes along 
Highway 28. This fire appears to have been a cool fire, 
primarily burning off the leaf litter, and not rising into 
the canopy of the forest trees.

The Land Trust Staff will keep an eye on the 
burned areas over the next few months to determine 
the extent of the damage as plants emerge from winter 
dormancy.

Fire on Satulah

Photo: Krystal Cutshaw

Annual Report continued from page 1

Mayor Don Mullen, 
center, signs the Proclama-
tion making 2009 the ‘Year 
of Conservation” in honor 
of Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust’s 100th year of land 
conservation. With him are 

Gary Wein, Executive Director HCLT, and Mercedes Hel-
ler, President of the HCLT board.

The Cullasaja 
Women’s Outreach 
awarded Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust a 
$5,000 grant in 2008 to 
help with outreach efforts 
during our Centen-
nial year. We would like 
to thank the dedicated 

women of CWO for all their hard work and their many 
contributions to our community.  Mercedes Heller, 
HCLT Presidend, left, accepts a check from Linda Cala-
han. Photo: The Highlander

Jackson County Commissioners declare 2009 the “Year of 
Conservation” in honor of Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust con-
serving lands since 1909. HCLT is the oldest land trust in North 
Carolina. From left to right, back row: Commissioners Tom Massie, 
William R. Shelton, Mark Jones and Joe Cowan with Ann Austin, 
HCLT board member. Front row: Mercedes Heller, HCLT board 
president, and Commissioner Brian McMahan.
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Smart business owners know what attracts 
people to Highlands and Cashiers. 

They realize that without the breathtaking 
natural beauty that offers respite from the 
hectic outside world, our communities 

would not be what they are today. By preserving 
local land that is not only beautiful, but also ecologi-
cally significant, HCLT is ensuring that we don’t end 
up “killing the goose that laid the golden egg.”

In 2008, many local businesses chose to sup-
port the important work that we do here at the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust. In doing so, they did 
their part to help preserve the land that we all hold 
dear. We encourage you to remember these business-
es throughout the coming year and, when you can, 
support our local economy by patronizing these and 
other area businesses.  You can find a list of our 2008 
business partners in the back of this annual report.

A fun and easy way to support our work AND 
our community is by participating in the upcoming 
2009 Land Trust Day. On Saturday, June 6th, local 
businesses will once again have the opportunity to 
offer their support for HCLT by participating in our 
third annual Land Trust Day celebration. Through 
this event, these local merchants will donate a 
percentage of their sales from that day, so the more 
you treat yourself, the more you treat your com-
munity! Participating businesses will be announced 
ahead of time, so mark your calendars for June 6th 
and remember to patronize these merchants who are 
partnering with us in our conservation efforts

Know a business that would like to be involved? 
We are in the process of developing a new business 
partnership program, offering valuable benefits to 
those who choose to partner with us. Businesses in 
Highlands and Cashiers will be hearing more about 
this new program soon. If you would like more 
information about being a Land Trust Day partici-
pant, contact Julie at 828-526-1111 or Julie.hitrust@
earthlink.net. Thank you to those businesses who are 
helping us to save the places we all love.

Local Businesses Partner with  
HCLT

The invasive multiflora rose

Invasive Exotics
By Sam Chambers
The National Invasive 
Species Information 
Center classifies invasive 
species as non-native 
species whose introduc-
tion causes, or is likely 
to cause, economic or 
environmental harm or 
harm to human health. 
The Center for Invasive 
Species and Ecosystem 
Health at the University of Georgia lists 1,482 plants as 
invasive in the U.S. 

The Highlands-Cashiers area is no exception. Macon 
and Jackson Counties have at least 41 invasive plant spe-
cies. Among the most common and threatening are multi-
flora rose, Japanese knotweed, kudzu, oriental bittersweet, 
autumn olive, and English ivy. 

Most invasive species are introduced intentionally for 
various uses including agriculture, landscaping, gardening, 
erosion control, and food for wildlife. Others are acci-
dentally introduced with soils or other plants and seeds. 
Kudzu, a native of Japan, was used for forage and as an 
ornamental in the late 1800’s. From 1935 to 1950, the Soil 
Conservation Service encouraged farmers to use Kudzu 
to prevent erosion. Multiflora rose was planted for natural 
hedges for grazing land and to attract wildlife. One plant 
that has been common even in the city limits of Highlands 
(especially near riparian areas), Japanese knotweed, was 
introduced for ornamental purposes. 

Invasive plant species leave behind their natural preda-
tors, disease, or competitors. With no enemies and good 
growing conditions, the plants adjust to their new envi-
ronment and spread. The populations continue to grow 
rapidly, out-competing native species, destroying wildlife 
habitat, reducing biological diversity, and reducing water 
supply. Rural economies can be damaged by the effects 
of invasives on agriculture and timber production plus 
aesthetics and property value.
There are four basic steps in reducing the impacts of in-
vasive plant species: prevention, monitoring, control, and 
restoration. Before planting a non-native species, a person 
should know whether it might be a possible invasive in 
their area. 

The best option is to only plant native species or species 
that are known not to be invasive. Researchers and law-
makers learn what plants could be invasive and take mea-
sures to prevent their introduction or spread. Populations 
should be identified, monitored and tracked to understand 
how, when, and where a species might spread in the future. 
This information is often reported by scientists and land 
managers via reports and the Internet. 

Management or control can be done mechanically, 
chemically, or biologically. The mechanical methods 
include pulling, digging, mowing, pruning, or controlled 
burning to remove plants or prevent seed production. 
Chemical methods use approved herbicides to kill inva-
sives. Biological methods involve using pests natural to 
the plant, such as insects and pathogens, to kill invasives 
without damaging natives. The fourth step is to restore 

native species to managed areas before invasive plants can 
become re-established. 

For more information on identifying and helping with 
the problem of invasive species, visit www.invasives.org, 
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants, or contact Cindy 
Trevathan of the Land Stewards of the Highlands Plateau 
at cindy @thetrevathans.com.
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May 9 ~ A once in a lifetime opportunity to hike 
the entire length of the Kelsey Trail from the end 
of 5th Street through Highlands Falls Country Club, 
Cullasaja Club, and Wildcat Cliffs Country Club 
to the top of Whiteside Mountain. Sponsored in 
cooperation with the Highlands Plateau Greenway, 
the hike is approximately five miles long with some 
strenuous stretches of trails. Lunch will follow at a 
scenic vista overlooking the “Big View” on Whiteside 
Mountain Road. Reservations limited. Call for 
reservations and ticket prices.

June 6 ~ The “Highlands Improvement Society 
Social” will take place in a scenic setting on 
Whiteside Cove Road offering a glance of life as it 
was around 1909. You will learn about the history 
of the Land Trust, its founding members, and 
its first purchase of land, the summit of Satulah 
Mountain. Enjoy a picnic dinner, cakewalk, horse 
shoes, and other turn of the century activities with 
music provided. Period costumes optional, but are 
encouraged. 6:00 p.m. Call for reservations and ticket 
prices.

June 7 ~ Where It All Began. Delight in “High 
Tea” on the summit of Satulah Mountain and 
enjoy a skit by Elaine Whitehurst, President of 
the Highlands Historical Society, as she portrays 
Marguerite Ravenel, the President of the Highlands 
Improvement Society, who played an active part in 
the purchase of the summit with funds collected from 
the citizens of Highlands in 1909. Bagpiper David 
Landis will entertain with music on arriving and 
leaving the event. Period costumes and kilts optional, 
but are encouraged. 4:00 p.m. Call for reservations 
and ticket prices.

June 18 ~ The Zahner Conservation Lecture Series 
features Ran Shaffner, author of “Heart of the Blue 
Ridge” as he recounts the history of the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust from 1883–2000. HCLT 
Executive Director Dr. Gary Wein will complete the 
history and share our vision for the future of land 
conservation. Artist Rosemary Clark Stiefel, designer 
of the HCLT logo, will share her inspiration for the 
design of our new logo. Highlands Biological Station 
Nature Center, 7 p.m. Free to all.

Calendar of Centennial Celebration Events 

June 24 ~ The Village Nature Series in collaboration 
with the Village Green in Cashiers features Ran 
Shaffner, author of Heart of the Blue Ridge; Dr. 
Gary Wein, Executive Director of HCLT; and artist 
Rosemary Clark Stiefel, designer of the HCLT logo. 
They will share the history and vision of HCLT, and 
discuss the inspiration for the new logo with the 
Cashiers audience. 6:30 p.m. Free to all.

June 25 ~ Pinnacle Party at the Cashiers Historical 
Society, which will include a dedication of the 
nature trail at the historic Zachary Tolbert house to 
the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust. This significant 
and permanent project of recognition for HCLT 
honors work done for public education regarding 
the identity and history of the use of trees by the 
founders of the Cashiers community. By invitation 
from CHS only.

June 26, 27, 28 ~ The Highlands Historical Society 
presents their annual “Walk in the Park” featuring 
portrayals of past Highlands leaders Samuel Kelsey, 
Professor Thomas Harbison, Baxter White, Henry 
Bascom, Dr. Mary Lapham, Margaretta Ravenel, and 
Mary Chapin Smith. Emphasis on the association of 
Smith, Ravenel, and Harbison with the Highlands 
Improvement Society and the founding of the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust will be highlighted. 
Contact HHS for details.

August 22-October 17 ~ The Bascom invites you to 
their new campus to enjoy the works of painters and 
art instructors Will Henry Stevens and Lamar Dodd, 
who left legacies of inspirational beauty through 
their images of southern landscapes. The Bascom 
offers this show as a tribute to the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust’s 100th anniversary. Opening 
night reception is provided by HCLT. Free to all.

September 7-30 ~ An exhibition of Art Duplicating Art 
at Mary Adair Leslie’s Summit One Gallery features 
local artists depicting the beauty of the Highlands-
Cashiers Plateau based on the photographs that 
are used in HCLT’s centennial coffee table book. A 
percentage of the receipts from sales will be donated 
to the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.  Free to all.

Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
1909 – 2009

We hope you’ll save this two-page listing of events and join us throughout 2009 as we 
celebrate our first 100 years of land conservation.
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2009 Eco Tours 
Free to HCLT members, $25 donation for new 
friends.  Reservations required. 
“come see what you’ll discover . . . ” 

April 21 ~ Rough Run Wildflower Hike (moderate)
April 28 ~ Hambidge Wildflower Hike (easy)
May 2 ~ Whitewater Wildflower Hike (challenging)
June (date TBA) ~ Birding with the Audubon
July 10 ~ Geocache Adventure (moderate)
Aug. 21 ~ Chimney Top Hike (challenging)
Sept. (date TBA) ~ Geology Hike
Oct. 5 ~ Elk Excursion (easy)
Oct. 23 ~ Stargazing on the Mountain (easy)
Dec. (date TBA) ~ Winter Botany Walk (easy)

2009 Village Nature Series
Free to all, no reservations required. VNS co-hosted 
by Village Green.  
May 27 ~ Snakes & Ice Cream children’s program with 
Patrick Brannon 
6:00 p.m., Village Green Pavilion, Cashiers 
June 24 ~ 100 Years of Land Conservation with HCLT 
with Ran Shaffner, Gary Wein & Rosemary Stiefel
6:30 p.m., Cashiers 
July 29 ~ Sustainable Local Agriculture with Christine 
Bredenkamp
6:30 p.m., Cashiers. (In cooperation with J-MCA)
Aug. 26 ~ My Life in the Appalachian Woods with 
Thomas Rain Crowe
6:30 p.m., Cashiers 
Sept. 30 ~ Understanding the Black Bear with Bill Lea
6:30 p.m., Cashiers

Other Happenings . . .
April 25 ~ Celebrate Earth Day in the Mountains 
at Village Green Cashiers 11–4:00, rain or shine. 
Co-hosted by HCLT, J-MCA, UCWA & Whole Life 
Market. Free to all.
June 6 ~ Land Trust Day. Spend a day on the town 
shopping and dining at local businesses that support 
HCLT. Participating businesses TBA.
July 25 & 26 ~ Green Living Fair. Visit HCLT’s booth 
at Highlands’ own Green Living Fair, at the Rec. Cen-
ter. Contact J-MCA for details.

Also Coming Up
September 17 ~ The annual HCLT awards 
celebration will be held at The Bascom. All HCLT 
partners are invited for a very casual supper to 
honor and acknowledge land and conservation 
easement donors. Music provided by John Warren. 
Reservations required. 6:00 p.m. Free to HCLT 
members; call for reservations.
 
October 17 ~ A fall Pumpkin Fest with contests 
for pumpkin carving, barbecue, hayrides. music 
by the Cashiers Music Company and old-time fun 
for the entire family. This fun event takes place at 
the working farm of Linda David, a member of the 
Board of Directors of HCLT, and her husband Kenton 
David. Pumpkins grown on the farm will be used 
for the contest. A cider press and other nostalgic 
demonstrations of skills required at the turn of the 
20th century will be featured. Call for ticket prices.

Watch for traveling displays at the Hudson Library 
in Highlands, Franklin Library, Albert Carlton 
Library in Cashiers, and at the Highlands Biological 
Station Nature Center.

Details for these events are available from the 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust at (828)526-1111 or 
by email at hitrust@earthlink.net. And, the details 
will be published on our website, www. hicashlt.
org, in newsletters, 
newspapers, and 
other publications 
closer to the dates 
scheduled. 

Please mark your 
calendars now as 
the summer months 
become very busy. 
We do not want you 
to miss a single event!

Congratulations 
to our trick-or-
treat coloring 
contest winner, 
Emily Leonard. 

When asked her favorite thing about Highlands 
and Cashiers, Emily, age six, replied, “I love the wa-
terfalls.” We have to agree with Emily; the waterfalls 
are pretty cool. Thanks, Emily!  

Centennial Celebration Events
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Partners
Frank M. and Peggy Addicks
Chris and Donna Alley
Mike and Debbie Andrews
Dean C. and Kathryn A. Arvidson
William W. and Margie Ashburn
James and Mary Jo Askew
James K. Austin
Lawrence M. and Dede Austin
Laurence M. Austin, Jr.
Carl E. and Maxine Balli
William D. and Romney W. Bathurst
Percy M. and Barbara B. Beard
William B. Bennett
Page and Sally Bernstein
Julian S. and Joan S. Betts
Paul W. Black and Rebecca Schilling
Carl Frederick and Kathie Wyatt 

Blozan
W. Moses and Teri R. Bond
Margaret R. Brannen
Harrison Bregman Foundation
Lella C. Bromberg
H. Morgan and H. M. Brookfield
James S. Browne
Carter and Nancy Bruns
Robert F. Bryan
Frances B. Bunzl
Frank and Nina Burke
Bidd E. and Hilda S. Burton
Micky Campbell
Timothy L. and Emily Campbell
Charles and Pam Carver
Michael Cavender and Paulette Webb
Beryl L. Cesarano 
Joseph J. and Marilyn J. Chanda
Leila S. Chapman
Paul Chmar
William L. and Marian C. Clark
Thomas J. and Linda F. Clark
Clisby and Mildred H. Clarke
Scott D. and Janet R. Clarke
Sanford A. Cohn and Ruth Gershon
Beverly B. Coker
Beverly K. Cone
William C. and Deborah C. Conery
Peggy Connor
J. Fenimore and K. Rochere Cooper
Richard R. Cornell and Margaret 

Payne
James and Leslie Costa
James O. and Madelon Cotton
Stewart R. and Joanne R. Crane
Craig and Marie Cranston
William M. and Marietta B. Crosby

William J. and Carol Crowe
Elizabeth Austin Dailey
Hugh and Mary Palmer Dargan
Kenton and Linda David
Don Davidson
Joseph E. and Ruth H. Davis
Paul M. and Frances B. Davis 
Susan P. Davis
Charlton L. and Pat Davis
Joseph E. and Ruth H. Davis
John S. and Ann D. Day
Susie B. Day
Polly G. Dean
James L. and Ellen M. Dewar
Frances Dewey
Larry H. and Marjorie A. Dimmitt
Donald E. and Sylvia K. Dorough
William E. and Leslie K. Doster
Gerry and Avary H. Doubleday
Raynor L. and Julena S. Duncombe
Sylvan and Alice C. Dyer
J. William Edwards
Mozelle D. Edwards
Wiley and Clare D. Ellis
Vicki Elsberry
James and Barbara Estes (in honor of 

Mercedes S. Heller)
Mary M. Estes
Robert A. and Sarah W. Fenton
Carl Frederick and Kathie Wyatt 

Blozan
Joanne L. Fleming
Kyle and Ann Flynn
Frank M. and Patricia H. Foster
Edward J. and Joanna P. Fox
Julian K. and Margo M. Franklin
Virginia French
Matt and Jacqueline Friedlander
Thomas C. and Barbara J. Garwood
John and Kathy Gatch
Barbara Gates
Joe and Frances M. Gatins
Thomas L. and Georgene P. German
Robert E. and Sylvia M. Gibson
Jonathan and Roberta Golden
Travis B. and Carol P. Goodloe (in 

honor of Hillrie Quin)
William F. and Edwina Goodman
Fred Gore and BJ Hyder
Edwin and Tayloe Graves
Billy Gray and Billy Jones
Holcombe and Nancy Greene
Arthur and Barbara Grossman
Kim Gruelle
William H. Grumbles and Julia Sprunt 

Grumbles

Members and Donors, 2008
These people and businesses are the backbone of our financial support, and we are deeply grateful for their 
belief in our mission. We’ve made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the various lists. If your name was 
omitted, please let us know so we can give you recognition in our next newsletter.

Century Circle Partners
John W. Akridge
Ann McKee Austin
Griffin B. and Glenda Bell
Mary Y. Berry
Gene F. and Sue Brigham
Jack and Judith Y. Brinson
William R. Britton
James E. and Kathryn S. Byer
Gina Dunlap Cogswell
Cecil D. and Amy J. Conlee
Mary B. Demere
Jeri Durrett
Robert W. and Cathy Fisher
Richard and Sandra Freeman
Larry and Nancy Fuller
Henry and Amanda Gregory
Bobby Haynes
Mercedes S. and David Heller
Lila S. and W. Slocum Howland
Fred and Sarah Hoyt
Edward H. and Suzanne Inman
Virginia H. Kennedy and Kevin Naylor
Robert and Pat Lanziollotti
Phillip and Karen Leabo
Lydia Sargent Macauley
William T. and Sara S. Mann
John W. and June Manor
Alan E. and Patricia E. Marsh
The Knox Massey Family
Howard L. and Mary Eliza McMillan
Richard D. McRae
Richard and Margie Melvin
Herbert Mobley
Kent and Alice Nelson
Sarah and Philip Nelson
Joseph E. and Hilda Patrick
Charlotte Pippin
David and Barbara Postles
Albert M. and Sue Redd
Charles G. and Susan S. Reeder
Carolyn Ritchey McCall
H. English and Marcia Robinson
Jim and Deen Day Sanders
Charles and Susan Sheehan
William C. and Rosemary C. Stiefel
Claude T. and Ann Sullivan
James and Allison Tate
Jim and Caroline Theus
Gary and Pam Turnley
John and Marsha Warren
Joseph A. and Viola Westbrook
David and Carol Wilkes
Suzanne H. Williams
Lynne M. Winship
William G. and Patsy E. Wolff
Peggy P. Woodruff
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Jack M. and Helen J. Hall
Thomas H. and Margaret Hall
The Lance Hardin Family
Robert L. and Susan W. Harrison
Joseph H. and Gloria H. Harrison
Margaret Harrison
Karen Hawk
Kathy Hendricks
Sara J. Hertwig
William P. and Barbara Hoffman (in 

honor of Mercedes S. Heller)
Ellie D. Hogan
Samuel B. and Jane Hollis
Betty J. Holt
Beverly B. and Harry C. Howell
Timothy W. and Gail C. Hughes
Steve Hunter
Brock B. and Patty Hutchins
Bill Jacobs and Susan Posey
George and Sara P. Janvier
Noah H. and Kathryn B. Jenerette
Edward M. Jones (in honor of 
	 Mercedes S. Heller)
Mary C. Joslin
Katherine S. Kaiser
Robert A. Kaplan
Gay M. Kattel
George and Connie Kaye
John F. and Jane R. Killebrew
Lawrence P. and Ann Klamon
Donald A. Krebs
John A. and Lucy S. Kuhne
Roy H. Lambert
James H. Landon
Doug M. and Barbara T. Landwehr
Kenneth and Elaine A. Langone
Harriet N. Laurence
Joan M. Law
David and Nancy Lea
Jane Lebus
Lequita J. Legette
Ruth T. Leonard
Mary Leonard
Molly Leonard 
Bancroft Lesesne and Randolph 
	 Henning
A. Alan and Jane Lewis
Charlie R. and Martha MacMillan
Gordon C. and Patricia Maier
George T. and Sara M. Maloney
William A. and Judy Maner
Timothy K. and Barbara C. Mariani
Seth and Glenda Marshall
David S. and Elizabeth Martin
Margaret S. Martin
William H. and Nell Martin
Kent E. and Debbie Mast
Mary P. Matthews
Bill M. Mauldin
Willard and Darla McBurney
John and Harriete McCallum
Charlie and Gladys McDowell
John D. and Candace McKey

Mary Louise M. McLaurin
Jessica B. Mclure
Lourdes and Juan Milciunas
Jerry W. Mitchell
Herbert Mobley
Judith Moore
Jack O. and Ruthie Morse
Donald C. and Patsy Mullen
Jeff Murphy
Alex and Susan Nading
Virginia Neely
William E. and Constance N. Newman
A. E. and Linda News (in honor of 

Mercedes S. Heller)
Lyle D. and Totsy Nichols
William S. Oglesby
Judith O. Panders
Eugene G. and Ute R. Partain
Karen Patterson
Eugene L. and Libby Pearce
Brien and Sally Peterkin
Joseph W. and Pamela B. Pilkington
Edwin H. and Kay J. Poole
Mary Watkins Prevost
Hillrie and Beverly Quin
Randolph and Minor M. Ramey
John N. and Richard R. Randolph
Irene and Mo Rasheed
Russ L. and Helen L. Regnery
Charles and Aggie Richards
James E. and Diane Riddle
Edwin and Virginia Riebel (in honor of 

Mercedes S. Heller)
Holly M. Roberts
Chuck and Charlotte Roe
Grat L. and Diane M. Rosazza
Paul W. Sanger
James and Donna Santo
Hugh A. and Cheryl Sargent
Nathalie G. Sato
Bette H. Schoonover 
E. Ashley Schott
Laura Schott
Ron and Pat Schott
Julie Schott
Steve and Marti Senterfit
Randolph P. and Margaret R. Shaffner
Brenda Sheehan
Charles M. and Judy A. Shirk
Donald J. and Janice M. Shure
Tredway and Nancy Shurling
Wiley and Sarah Sloan
James H. Small
Grady A. and Anna Smith
Robert E. and Susan Smith
William G. and Cynthia C. Soderstrom 

(a gift in honor of Pat & Barbara 
Beard)

W. Stancil Starnes
Mark and Anna Stoptaugh
Willis G. and Dottie Stose
John Walter Stowers
The Roland S. Summers Family

Business Partners
ArborMedics
Carefree, Inc.
Chattooga Gardens
Equinox Environmental
Fressers Eatery
High Country TV
Highland Hiker
Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance
Lakeside Restaurant
Light Image Pro Digital Photography
Long Transfer, Inc.
Macon Bank
Mill Creek Gallery
Millstone Inn
Natural Landscapes
Tate Landscaping
The Orchard
Victoria’s Closet and VC for Men
Vivace
Whole Life Market

Stewart W. and Karen W. Swartz
Everett J. and Lora F. Tarbox
Louis and Betty Teicher
David R. and Rebecca R. Thomas
Thomas K. and Jane Tracy
Richard and Cindy Trevathan
Robert and Sandra Trevathan
Robert and Corbin Tucker
William Theodore and Mary Lou Waas
John E. and Diane Walker
Julianne K. Watson
Polly T. Wax
Mildred Wearn
Jane Webb
Gary R. Wein and Beverly Collins
Steve and Pamela Westerlund
Mark and Katherine Whitehead
James M. and Elaine Whitehurst
Jeff and Tobi Whitney
Wild Azalea Garden Club
David and Carol Wilkes
Windee Willoughby
Woodrow and Melinda Wilson
Walter and Sarah M. Wingfield
Betty Wong
The Richard Woodruff Family
Ken and Phyllis Woolsey (in honor of 

Mercedes S. Heller)
Mary Lou Worley
Robert K. and Virginia S. Wright (in 

honor of Hillrie Quin)
Robert E. Wyatt and Ann Stoneburner
Wirt A. Yerger
Whiteside Estates
Glenda Zahner
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Donations to the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 tax-exempt public charity.

Name on Card	 Signature
_______________________________	 __________________________________
Card Number	E xpiration Date	V  Code
_______________________________	 ______________	 _______

		  Name(s) _________________________________________________________
		A  ddress _________________________________________________________
		  City _____________________________  State ______  Zip _______________
		  Phone ____________________________ E-mail _______________________

(memberships are renewed annually in June)
      Make checks payable to: Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, P.O. Box 1703, Highlands, NC 28741

Help Save Our Natural Heritage
Please accept my donation of $__________ and put it to work.

I want to be a member of the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust. Please sign me up at the following level (circle one):

$35+  Individual	 $100+  Friend	 $500+  Patron		  $5000+  Satulah Steward	
$50+  Family	 $250+  Conservator	 $1000+ Kelsey Benefactor	  	   _______Other	

OR charge your donation to 	        Visa	       Master Card	     American Express

ap09

Donate Now. Now you can donate to HCLT anytime with a few clicks 
of a button. Just visit our website, www.hicashlt.org, click on the “Donate 
Now” link and follow the credit card payment instructions. Please note that the
charge will appear on your credit card statement as “ClickandPledge.com” to 
“HC Land Trust.” 

There is no denying it. We are in the midst of quite a financial storm today.    
Like all storms, this too will pass and like many cloudy days, there is indeed 
a silver lining. Lower real estate values mean that conservation dollars will 
conserve more acres than ever before. We continue to rely on you to enable us 
to take advantage of the opportunities in front of us so that we can maximize 
our efforts to preserve these lands. 

Did you know that in addition to your annual contribution you could:
• Make two gifts that don’t cost you anything now and could create 

potential impact for us in the future? Consider a provision in your 
will or estate plan for HCLT or by naming Highlands-Cashiers Land 
Trust, Inc. as a charitable beneficiary of your retirement plan. 

• Fund a charitable gift annuity with funds currently invested in a CD 
(certificate of deposit) or savings and possibly increase your income?

• Transfer a sum of up to $100,000 from an IRA directly to HCLT, pen-
alty free, as long as you are at least 70 ½ years old and complete the 
transaction by year-end 2009?

• Convert assets into income with a charitable remainder trust or chari-
table lead trust? 

If you would like to explore these giving options, please consult your finan-
cial advisor to determine if any of these gift plans might be right for you. Then, 
please call us.

This land trust belongs to you. Just like the forward-thinking group of 
citizens who rallied together to save the summit of Satulah mountain in 1909, 
your determination to preserve our natural heritage will be a gift to those who 
enjoy these great landscapes in the next 100 years.

Memorial Donations

Louise Clark
Mercedes S. and David B. Heller
C. Max Henderson
Mercedes S. and David B. Heller
Martha Wheeler Hughes
David R. and Rebecca Thomas
Mary Leonard
Doris A. Dietrich
Shara Overstreet
Michael Cavender and Paulette Webb
Fred (Nick) Williams
Craig and Marie Cranston

Pine Street Park Donors
Rawson and Margaret Foreman
Larry and Nancy Fuller
Timothy W. and Gail C. Hughes
Bernard and Elizabeth Neal
Jean L. Shields
Cynthia Strain
Patrick and Sallie Taylor

Creative Gifts to Weather the Storm

Grants
Cullasaja Women’s Outreach
Doris Duke Foundation
Educational Foundation of America
Laurel Garden Club
Merck Family Fund
Mountain Garden Club
Z. Smith Reynolds



Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
Post Office Box 1703
Highlands, North Carolina 28741-1703
(828)526-9938, ext. 250

Visit our web site at www.hicashlt.org

Coming Soon:

In commemoration of 100 years of 
land conservation, HCLT is work-
ing on a beautiful, limited first 
edition book, featuring images that 

portray the land conservation work 
we do and the habitats we are protect-
ing. The book is scheduled for release 
this summer, with pre-sales available 
by late spring. 

You won’t want to miss out on this 
once-in-a-lifetime creation! 100 
Years

An iconic view of Satulah Mountain. Photo by Kevin Fitz Patrick.


